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1chances for survival:
very poor
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Pink Salmon Distribution

Present
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CATEGORY SCORE ExPLANATION

Range 1 Pink salmon are only confirmed in the Garcia and Russian Rivers and Redwood Creek

Population size 2 Their numbers are very uncertain 

Intervention needs 3 Pink salmon in California are largely unstudied, but some intervention is needed  
if this species is to survive

Tolerance 1 Pink salmon have a short life cycle dependent on one river 

Genetic risk 1 If the California Pink Salmon are a local population, then risk is high 

Climate change 1 The Garcia watershed has been highly impacted by logging; and spawning areas  
are unprotected

Overall status 1 

Reliability 2 Very limited documentation is available

disTriBuTion: spawning pink salmon ascend coastal 

streams of northern asia, from Korea and Japan, and along 

the coast of North america south to California. in California,  

there are records from many coastal streams but spawning 

in recent years has only been recorded in the Garcia, russian, 

and sacramento rivers, as well as redwood Creek.

aBundanCe: pink salmon are extremely abundant in 

alaska and Canada and support major commercial fisheries 

there. California is the southern edge of the species’ range so 

they have never been common here. however, given that pink 

salmon spawn in the lower reaches of streams in autumn 

when few observers are likely to be present and, given that 

their young emigrate to sea immediately after emerging from 

the gravel, spawning pink salmon in coastal streams could 

be easily overlooked. it seems highly likely that pink salmon 

were once common enough in California to support small 

runs in several rivers, but they are now close to extinction.

faCTors affeCTing sTaTus: the lack of historical  

data on the abundance and distribution of pink salmon in  

California makes assessment of factors affecting their  

status difficult. in fact, they may occur in California only  

as a fringe population from sources further north. if so,  

then pink salmon abundance in the state would reflect  

the abundance of populations in Washington and british  

Columbia. however, if pink salmon did once have self- 

sustaining populations in California, then their tendency  

to spawn only short distances upriver from the ocean  

would make them extremely vulnerable to the general  

degradation of estuaries and the lower reaches of coastal  

rivers in California from logging, gravel mining and  

other human activities.

sTaTus 1: pink salmon are considered extirpated from  

California, except for occasional strays. however, recent 

reports of a spawning run in the Garcia river suggest that 

a small population may have been overlooked. it is highly 

likely that pink salmon will disappear completely from  

California streams in the future, although it is possible  

that these populations periodically go extinct and then  

re-establish when pink salmon are abundant elsewhere.

ConservaTion reCommendaTions: the first step  

in conservation of pink salmon is to determine if there  

are any reproducing populations in California. the lower 

reaches of the ten mile, Garcia and russian rivers should  

be thoroughly surveyed at the appropriate time of year. if 

viable spawning populations are found to exist, then habitat, 

flow, and water quality should be protected.

pink salmon are the smallest of the pacific salmon, with adults usually 18 

to 25 inches in length. spawning males have a pronounced hump (and 

are often called humpback salmon) with a snout that is greatly enlarged 

and hooked. the body color is dark purplish, especially on the head and back. 

spawning females resemble trout in general body shape and are paler in color. 

Nothing is known about the genetic background of California pink salmon, but 

populations in Washington have spawning runs in odd years and are regarded as 

a distinct esu. presumably, California fish are most closely related to members

of this esu. pink salmon have a two year life cycle. most  

pink salmon spawn in the lower-most reaches of streams. 

spawning in California has only been recorded in september 

and october and occurs in gravelly riffles. the young emerge 

from the gravel and immediately emigrate out to sea where 

they feed on fish, squid, shrimp, and small crustaceans.


